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Welcome

Bolton Museum has one of the UK’s largest spaces devoted
to Ancient Egypt where your pupils can explore the daily
lives of the Egyptians and experience our full-size immersive
replica of the tomb of Pharaoh, Thutmose III. There are
also the wonders of the natural world, local history, art and
aquarium to discover.
Our Discovery Sessions link the museum’s collections to
the curriculum, they are fun, memorable, entertaining, and
will inspire your pupils as well as giving them invaluable
opportunities to develop their thinking and learning skills.

For bookings and enquiries please contact
Bolton Schools’ Library and Museum Service

01204 332236

e-mail: schoolbookings@bolton.gov.uk

Primary Discovery Sessions
Our discovery sessions can be used at any time
during your topic, to get hands-on, to reinforce
and extend classroom learning. The sessions will
also give pupils the chance to reflect on, and
consolidate their learning, and most importantly
have fun! All our workshops are held in the
museum galleries for a truly unique learning
experience that can help pupils become
collaborative and inquisitive learners.

Reception/KS1

KS2

Pupils will have some of their
first encounters with museum
collections through these sessions.
We put fun and play at the heart of all
the activities, bringing collections to
life and creating lasting memories of
their visit.

Ancient Egyptian Time Travellers
Explore our Egyptian galleries to
inspire pupils for their in-depth study
of an Ancient Civilisation. Pupils will
become history detectives and
investigate wonderful Ancient
Egyptian artefacts in our new
Bolton’s Egypt galleries and
atmospheric tomb of Pharaoh
Thutmose III.

My First Trip to a Museum
Pupils will become explorers
and go on a voyage of discovery
through our galleries and aquarium.
Taking part in playful activities along
the way, using stories and drama,
children will discover treasures from
Bolton and the wider world.
Dinosaur Discovery
Meet the dinosaurs at Bolton
Museum. Take part in a journey
back in time to explore fossils and
dinosaur bones from millions of
years ago.
Childhood in Bolton
Pupils will have the opportunity to
learn about Bolton in the past
through objects on display in our
Local History Gallery. They will be
able to compare life now to life for
children in Bolton 150 years ago
through songs, stories and
playing games with toys
from the past.

• Gain an understanding of
chronology of a fascinating
civilization stretching back over
7000 years.
• Connect with the past by handling
artefacts over 4000 years old.
• Discover the mysterious
mummification process through
hands on activities.
Tropical Rainforest Quest
Explore our new Nature Gallery to
discover the diversity of Rainforest
life through our displays. Discover
what animals can be found in the
unique rainforest environment and
why they live there. Encounter live
rainforest insects and explore our
Aquarium to see the fish that can be
found in the rainforest rivers.
• Identify and classify rainforest
animals from our collection,
learning how to categorise.
• Investigate how animals
have adapted to live in a
rainforest environment.

Primary Discovery Sessions...
Arty Explorers
Explore how famous artists like
Thomas Moran, Venessa Bell and
Andy Warhol have depicted
landscape and people in their art and
find out about the use of colour and
shape in a variety of art work and
media.
• A series of practical art activities
will give pupils the chance to
activate their imaginations and the
opportunity to be creative, whilst
learning about different art forms.
• Using the language of art, craft
and design pupils will evaluate
and analyse creative works.

Local History Investigators
Discover the history of Bolton and
how it grew into a large town at the
heart of the Industrial Revolution.
Find out about some famous
Boltonians of the past and learn
about the different communities that
have called Bolton home.
• Find out why the cotton industry
was so significant for the history
of Bolton.
• Using Bolton as our example
pupils will discover significant
historical events, people and
places in their local area.

Special Discovery Sessions
We offer a changing range of
special workshops that have been
developed alongside our temporary
museum exhibitions.
New! Elements
Expanding pupils scientific
exploration and vocabulary we will
be exploring the periodic table in
our fabulous new exhibition.
Pupils will gain an understanding of
the groupings and relationships
between elements, noticing patterns,
behaviour, interactions and reactions!
Using the museum’s collections,
pupils will be able to identify groups
of elements, and how humans
have used these to make scientific
advances that benefit our daily
lives. Please contact us to
find out more.

Historic Halls Local History
Discovery Sessions
A visit to our Historic Halls
will bring history to life for your
classes. Both of our Halls have
a significant place in the history
of Bolton. The children will be
able to dress up in costume
and immerse themselves in
the Local History of Bolton in
the places where that history
happened.

Hall i’ th’ Wood
Museum
Samuel Crompton –
Local History Hero KS2
Hall i’ th’ Wood Museum was home
to Samuel Crompton, inventor of the
Spinning Mule. This machine
revolutionised the Cotton Industry.
Come along to his home and learn
about his life and works. Find out
what his invention meant for the
people of Bolton and the whole
world too.
The children will finish their
workshop by bringing to life
some of the events in
Samuel’s own life.

Smithills Hall Museum
Smithills Hall Museum has been a
family home for more than 700 years.
You can investigate how the Hall’s
history has been shaped by social
change, using our historical artefacts
and timeline.
The children can find out how the
families who lived here have changed
through time, and how this relates to
Bolton’s own history.
Tudor Celebration KS2
Be transformed into Tudors and
re-enact a traditional Tudor feast.
Investigate Tudor entertainment
and have a go at traditional Tudor
dancing. If you wish, you can extend
your Tudor experience into the
afternoon to investigate Tudor
heraldry and explore additional
rooms in the hall including the
chapel.
Victorian Experience
Become a Victorian servant and
experience life at Smithills Hall.
Investigate the different lifestyles
of the Ainsworth family and their
servants through Victorian artefacts.
Take part in an interactive
washday experience and
become Victorian characters
from Smithills Hall.

Special projects
Primary and Secondary

We can offer a bespoke package of
creative experiences for your pupils,
through this we can deliver Arts
Awards and British Science
Association Crest Awards, ideal for
Artsweeks and supporting schools
working towards Artsmark.
Teachers Inset days
These events are aimed to help
teachers get the most out of your
visits to the museum and highlight
what is available to you. This will
include a tour and ideas for cross
curriculum as well as topic
focussed learning and
introduction to new
exhibitions.

Schools’ Library Service
We help nurture a love of books, encourage
reading for pleasure and support Reading
Comprehension in your school.

Our service can:
• Advise on stock, layout and more
in your school library.
• Provide fun, interactive story times
with books, either at your school
or in one of our branch libraries.
• Offer books and resources which
are modern, up to date and will
have appeal to pupils – whatever
their age, ability and interests.
• Loan topic boxes to schools,
with up to 30 books per topic box.
• Enrol your whole class in your
local library – we can organise
tickets for every pupil, regular
class visits and much more.
• Run events – we organise
regular author events as part
of publisher tours, as well as
large scale events.
• Run CPD sessions.
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Contact Us
For bookings and enquiries please contact
Bolton Schools’ Library and Museum Service

01204 332236

email: schoolbookings@bolton.gov.uk
Bolton Schools’ Library Service

01204 338352

email: libraryandmuseumlearning@bolton.gov.uk

Cost to visit (minimum charge of £75 per workshop)
			Bolton SLA Schools

Non Bolton SLA Schools

Included as per
Museum Discovery
Sessions		 School’s SLA

£3.50 per pupil

Historic Hall		
Discovery Sessions

£3.50 per pupil

£2.50 per pupil		

